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are exported. Tobacco is also grown in the west, round Brusa,
Smyrna, and elsewhere; the immigration of large numbers of
Macedonian Turks is said to have given a great impetus to its
cultivation, and it is now the most valuable export of the country.
Among other products of the coastal districts are sesame, valonia,
and opium.
In various parts of the region carpet-weaving is an important
home industry carried on by women and girls. Cotton, woollen,
and linen goods, generally of inferior quality, are manufactured
both in the domestic workshop and in the modern factory. Soap,
in the production of which olive oil is extensively used, is made at
Smyrna and elsewhere. In addition, there are cigarette factories,
tanneries, and a number of other small manufacturing establish-
ments. Many of these industries are apparently still suffering from
the loss of skilled labour caused by the exodus of the Christian
population.
THE PLATEAU, On the plateau the conditions of economic
activity are very different. As a rule, the soil is poor and the rain-
fall deficient; but where conditions are more favourable, as they
are around Konia, wheat and other cereals are cultivated. Hitherto
agricultural methods have been somewhat primitive, but much at-
tention is now being given by the Government to their development
on more modern lines,*, and within recent years there has been a
considerable increase of the cultivated area in all parts of Anatolia.
Elsewhere the principal pursuits of the region are pastoral, and, in
the west, are mainly confined to "rearing sheep and the famous
Angora goat from which mohair is obtained. Upon this raw
material is based the carpet-making industry, which, is carried on
in many small villages throughout the region. In the highlands of
the east of the plateau, the horse replaces -the goat as the mainstay
of the inhabitants, who are typical nomads.
MINERALS are believed to be abundant in both regions, and
numerous concessions have been granted for their exploitation;
but owing to the want "of good means of communication, the lack
of labour, and the disturbed condition of die country, little actual
work has been done. There are various deposits of coal and lignite,
but the only coalfield of importance worked at present is that near,
Eregli, on tie Blade Sea. Lead appeals to be "widely distributed;;1/
among other places, it Is Worked in the Bulg;ar Dagh, in tiie ^feyet *!